CHAPTER IV
MYTHOLOGY AND METAPHYSICS
MYTHOLOGY, and the doctrine of re-incarnation
which is fundamental to all Indian religious
teaching, gave a more natural human interest
to the metaphysical ideas which the temple
sculptor and painter tried to express. The divine
Buddha was incarnated as the Sakyan Prince
whose life-story and previous births (jatakas)
were carved or painted on every relic shrine for
the edification of pilgrims. By followers of other
sects Sakya Muni was regarded as one of the ten
incarnations of Vishnu, among which were Rama,
the famous king of Ayodhya, whose adventures
were told by every village story-teller, and
Krishna, the divine Cowherd and hero of the
Great War, who led the Pandavas to victory.
Siva, the Great God himself, lived in his icy cell
on Mt. Kailasa the usual life of an Indian Yogi,
served by his .other self, his devoted wife, Parvafi,
King Himalaya's fair daughter, except when he
was helping the other gods in their warfare with,
the Asuras and showed himself in all the majesty
of the Godhead.
39